Identification numbers

There are requirements for identification numbers on models. There are changes to the international requirements as from 2022.

BMFA General Contest rules

2.3.13 Markings 
All models other than Scale or Indoor Free Flight must be clearly marked with the owner’s membership number on the upper surface of the wing in letters at least 19 mm high. 
(Note - The FAI requirement is that the alpha/numeric characters are at least 25 mm high) 

FAI
IDENTIFICATION MARKS  C.11.1 
Class F - Model Aircraft 
a) Model aircraft, except for Indoor Free Flight and Scale, shall carry: 
1. i)  The national identification mark followed the FAI Unique ID number. The letters and numbers must be at least 25 mm high and appear at least once on each model (on the upper surface of a wing for Free Flight models). 
Note: The list of the national identification marks (3 letters per country) is downloadable Documents | World Air Sports Federation (fai.org) then scroll down to “CIAM Forms and Other Documents” under that go to the section  “Events” and under that you will find the list “22 Jan 2020 National Identification Marks List.pdf(22 KB)” and download by the right-hand arrow”

Great Britain - GBR
Note: The mandatory carrying of the FAI ID number shall commence in 2022. 
2. ii)  A model identification code (letters and/or numbers). This code has to be different for each nominated model aircraft of the competitor. The model identification code is to appear on each main part of the model (wing(s), tail, front and rear fuselage if detachable) so that the individual parts of a competitor's different models may be separately identified. The letters and/or numbers must be at least 10 mm high and clearly visible. The identification code of the nominated models shall be recorded on the score card. For World or Continental Championships this must be recorded on the Model Aircraft Specification Certificate. 
b) A model aircraft must not carry a national identification mark, an FAI licence number, an FAI sticker, or any other reference which relates to any person other than the competitor. At the processing of the model aircraft, the organiser must mark each FAI sticker (if required). 
c) At the processing of the model aircraft for classes F2A, F2C, F2D and F3D, all piston motors which might be used during the contest shall be marked with an easily visible identification mark. For World or Continental Championships these details must be recorded on the Model Aircraft Specification Certificate at the time of checking the model. Motors which have been checked and recorded in this way may not be exchanged with other competitors. 
Class S - Space models 
1. a)  A space model shall carry, prominently displayed upon its body, fins, or other exterior part, the FAI Unique ID number. 
2. b)  The letters and numbers must be approximately one (1) centimetre high except in classes S5 and S7 where it is 7 mm for the 1st stage and 4 mm for upper stages. 
3. c)  The name, national insignia, or national identification mark of the competitor’s nation must be displayed on the exterior of the model. 
4. d)  A light-coloured area of minimum dimensions 1 cm by 3 cm must be provided for the organiser’s processing mark except in classes S5 and S7 where the mark shall be put on interior of the model. 
Note: The mandatory carrying of the FAI ID number shall commence in 2022. 
Competitor Licence
Event organisers are required check competitor registration against the FAI Data base. The above requirement applies to all events that need an FAI licence.
BMFA General rule changes for 2022
The General rules will be changed to require, in UK competition, the display of either the owner’s BMFA number or their FAI registration number.
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